[Effect of ultrasonic energy dissection technique in breast reconstruction with the autologous latissimus dorsi flap].
To study the ultrasonic energy dissection technique in breast reconstruction with the autologous latissimus dorsi flap and to evaluate its effect on seroma formation and other postoperative complications. Prospective monocentric study, between October 2003 and April 2004, including all the patients with breast reconstruction with the autologous latissimus dorsi flap performed with Ultracision Harmonic Scalpel. The patients were followed daily for one month and postoperative drainage volume, seroma formation, local infection or other wound complications were noted. Twenty-one patients, aged 47 to 62 years old, underwent breast reconstruction with this technique. The median operating time was 74 minutes. The median drainage volume was 102.2 ml/day for the first week, 58.1 ml/day for the second week, and 28.4 ml/day for the third week. The last drain was removed at the 25th day postoperatively, half of the patients were drain free at the 20th day. No blood transfusion was necessary. The postoperative complications were dehiscent scars in two patients, with a wound infection in one case. Only one patient (4.8%) required two seroma punctures. The ultrasonic energy dissection technique in breast reconstruction was found to be an interesting alternative to the conventionnal scalpel with less seroma formation and no additional disadvantages.